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ROAR on Website 
 
Have you checked out the 
newly updated CHAA website? 
The Roar, Harvard Happenings 
and other current information is 
added often.  
www.harvards.com  
 
 
 
 

Volunteers Require 
 
Please contact: 
  Sandra Sparkes; 
   sandpar@rogers.com 
     Phone: (519) 272-1908 
 
 

The Roar of the Harvard 
 
We try our best to get all 
submitted information into this 
publication. Due to certain 
restrictions it is not always 
possible to include all articles 
or photographs. Files sizes and 
having even page limits make 
it impossible at times to add all 
submissions. Sorry for any 
inconvenience.    
 

 

 
 

President's Winter Report  
by Pat Hanna 
 
 
 
 
Global warming missed these parts in the winter of 2013-14!  We have seen weather reminiscent of 
the '60s and '70s with lots of snow and cold temperatures.  But things have been heating up at 
CHAA! 
Winter maintenance on the Harvards has been in full swing during these cold months and the pilots 
are all itching to get a bird's eye view of the spring flowers!  The annual inspections have really gone 
well with no major surprises (much to the relief of the CHAA Treasurer, Ray Whittemore!)  With 
some fair weather in the early spring, we should be able to get the flying season off to an early start.  
Many thanks to the dedicated volunteers who drive through wind, sleet and snow every Tuesday 
and Saturday to work on the Harvard's annuals!  Without your efforts and commitment, we would 
have the finest fleet of yellow hangar queens on the planet, so we are truly grateful! 
The Harvard Ground School, the Pilot's Refresher Course, the Service Crew Training and the Tiger 
Moth Ground School are all scheduled for early spring (dates are published elsewhere in the ROAR 
and at www.harvards.com).  If you have an interest in flying or working in service, plan now for 
these classes as they only occur once a year. 
Regretfully, I have to announce that Bob Trowell, CHAA's Back-Seat Coordinator and Public 
Relations manager has resigned from CHAA for personal reasons.  His knowledge and enthusiasm 
will be missed by all.  I am pleased to announce that Melanie Burden has taken on the special role 
of Back-Seat Coordinator!  Melanie will be booking all back-seat rides and selling gift certificates.  
This position is a key position within CHAA!  The back-seat coordinator is often the first contact that 
many people will have and the "first impression" effect ripples right through the ranks!  In addition to 
the cash infusion to flight ops, that same person will be buying  a membership, will likely buy some 
CHAA merchandise, and most importantly, they will tell family and friends about their fantastic 
experience!  They might also go on to get checked out on the Harvard, Yale or Tiger Moth, or they 
might join a committee and contribute their time to the future success of CHAA. We are delighted to 
have Melanie on the team and wish her much success, both personally and in filling backseats! 
June 20-22, 2014.  If this date is not familiar to you by now, we have to ask "What planet do you live 
on?!"  "A Gathering of Harvards and Heroes" will celebrate the 75th anniversary of the Harvard in 
Canadian skies and all airways lead to Tillsonburg!  Mark that date on every calendar you own!  We 
still need volunteers in all areas and as "Uncle Sam" said in the US during the war years..."WE 
NEED YOU!"  Information about the weekend is updated daily on the website www.harvards.com 
and on a special Facebook page.  Many Harvards are already booked as "probable's" from as far 
away as British Columbia!  Don't miss out on this special opportunity to be involved!   
Ila Fallowfield has served as CHAA's bookkeeper (and "mother hen!") since the very beginning of 
CHAA in 1985!  She has attempted to retire several times and insists that this time it is for sure!  
Thankfully, she is helping out during the transition to a new bookkeeper.  Her contribution to CHAA 
over such a long period of time is immeasurable and our "Thank-you" s seem pretty feeble, but they 
are sincere from all of us!  I know we will still you hanging around for a long time yet! 
At the last Member's Briefing,   new CHAA member Mike Lawrence came for the first time. He told 
me later that he was greeted warmly by everyone there and loved the sense of "family".   I trust as 
CHAA grows and expands in the years ahead, that we never lose sight of our greatest asset, the 
CHAA volunteer "family".   I have it heard it said many times over the years that the "family" 
atmosphere attracted them to CHAA and it is the key to CHAA's success in the future! 
May spring bring "blue skies, fair winds and lots of yellow airplanes!"> 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.harvards.com/
http://www.harvards.com/
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Position Incumbent Phone Email 
Director- President , Chairman & 
Stores Chief 

Pat Hanna 519 212-6021 aviatoris@rogers.com  

Director- Vice-President Shane Clayton 519 462-2316 sclayton_1@hotmail.com 

Director- Treasurer Ray 
Whittemore 

519 745-2661 ray@spitcrazy.com  

Director- Secretary Vic Whitcroft  519 863-3601 v_whitcroft@harvards.com  

Director, Air Display & C Ops O  Edward Soye 647 998-3578 Edward@harvards.com 

Director & C Tech O Bill Ritchie 905 509-2776 william.ritchie@sympatico.ca  

Director, Building/Property Chair 
& Marshalling Chief 

Bill Shepard 519 billshepard@rogers.com  

Director & Service Crew Chief Shawn Wylie 519 702-9055 S_wylie@harvards.com 

Director & FOO Bjarni 
Tryggvason 

 B_tryggvason@harvards.com  

Director    

Publisher      “The Roar” Vic Whitcroft  519 863-3601 v_whitcroft@harvards.com   

 Archives, Museum & Scrap Book 
Chairman 

Shane Clayton 519 462-2316 sclayton_1@hotmail.com  

Harvard Happenings Sandra Sparkes 519 272-1908 sandspar@rogers.com  

Crew Ride Coordinator & Public 
Relations 

Melanie Burden  crewflights@harvards.com  

Chief Pilot Greg Burnard   

Dive Recovery Team Walther Irie 519 425-4449 walt@chaa-recovery.ca  

Finance Committee  Torben Haarbye 519 679-1733 thaarbye@fordkeast.on.ca  

Fund Raising Group Vacant Urgently  Needed 

Harvard Hawks Vacant   

Membership & Gift Certificates Stacey  McQue 519 208-4017 happyharvard33@yahoo.ca   

Restorations Ron Jay 519 582-2103 ronagnes@sympatico.ca  
  CHAA contact information: Phone 519 842-9922 or by mail at PO Box # 175 Tillsonburg, On. N4G 4H5 

 
 
 

Upcoming Events & Meetings 2014 
 

-- Sat Mar 15, 2014 -- Member’s monthly meeting Annual business meeting-- 
--Tues April 15, 2014 -- Member’s monthly meeting – 

-- April 12,13 & 26 -- Harvard Ground School see CHAA website for details -- 
-- Annual Banquet --- April 26, 2014-- 

--Tues May 20, 2014 Monthly member’s meeting— 
--Tues June 17,— Monthly member’s meeting --- 

-- Fri, Sat, Sun June 20, 21, 22 -- A Gathering of Harvards and Heroes-- 
--Tues July 15,— Monthly member’s meeting — 
--Tues Aug 19,— Monthly member’s meeting — 
--Tues Sept 16, -- Monthly member’s meeting --  

--- Sat Oct 18, 2014— Member’s monthly meeting -- 
--Sat Nov 15, 2014 — Member’s monthly meeting  -- 

--Sat Dec 20, -- Monthly member’s meeting -- 
 

 
 

mailto:aviatoris@rogers.com
mailto:sclayton_1@hotmail.com
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2014 Annual Fund Raising Banquet and Auction 

Saturday, April 26th, 2014 

Woodstock Legion, 576 Brant Street, Woodstock, Ontario 

Meet 'N' Greet at 4:00 PM 

Dinner served at 5:00 PM 

Tickets are $30.00 each  

(available after February 1st, 2014) 

 

DEADLINE:  April 15!  RSVP! 

Special Guest Speaker: World renowned Historian, Author, Storyteller 

Ted Barris 

 

Tickets available from Pat Hanna Cell:  519-212-6021 

E-Mail:  p_hanna@harvards.com 

*Also available at www.harvards.com (via PayPal) 

For auction donations of cash, gift certificates and items of interest please contact 

Sandra Sparkes via E-Mail: sandspar@rogers.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:sandspar@rogers.com
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CF-UFZ better known as “Bessy” now sports several signatures with plenty of room for yours. 
Next time you are at the hangar or if you see “Bessy” at an event, stop by and sign your name 
or that of a loved one. It will take many signatures to get her painted. 
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Looking for Email Addresses 

 

In order to compile an up to date database complete with names, phone numbers, addresses 

and email addresses we need your help. First let me re-assure everyone the database is for 

internal use only. None of the information complied will be use outside of CHAA. Mailing and 

emailing, on a rare occasion perhaps a phone call would be made to a member. Beyond these 

examples the database is to streamline the task of getting Harvard Happenings, The Roar of the 

Harvard to the membership and keeping track of the membership list from year to year and as 

renewals come in or as members sign up for the first time. 

Here’s how you can help. Email your information to Vic at v_whitcroft@harvards.com I really 

need your email address as I have everything else. Please indicate if you would prefer receiving 

the “Roar” by email or Canada Post. > 

 

 
 

 

Restoration Award for Yale 3399 

After a long 20 plus years of restoration work, the CHAA Yale, 3399, has been recognized by 

the Canadian Aeronautical Preservation Association (CAPA). 

The award for Excellence in Restoration, one of two issued by CAPA this year, reads “To 

recognize the completion of, or significant progress towards the completion of, the restoration of 

an aircraft with special significance to the history of aviation in Canada.” A second award was 

given to the Bomber Command Museum in Nanton, Alberta for their successful four-engine run 

on a Lancaster bomber that is currently under restoration. 

The CHAA Yale which appeared in the 1942 Warner Brothers movie “Captains of the Clouds” 

starring James Cagney, was purchased at the Ernie Simmons estate sale in 1970 by Don 

Goddard of Waterloo. Obtained by CHAA in 1987, the task of restoring the Yale to airworthy 

condition was assigned to CHAA’s Restoration Wing under the direction of the late ex-RCAF 

Wing Commander Lou J. Hill. The Yale is dedicated to W/C Hill, and the registration, C-GLJH, 

bears his initials. The first post-restoration flight was on May 20, 2010.> 

 

 

 

 

mailto:v_whitcroft@harvards.com
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“A Gathering of Harvards & Heroes” 

Celebrating 75 Years of the Harvard in Canada 

 

 
 

It’s 1939… 

Canada has just joined our allies in a proclamation of war against Germany and the Axis 

powers.  Realizations are made that airpower will play a significant role in this war, in no other 

way seen before.  The need for well-trained aircrews is apparent. 

 With Europe essentially under-siege, a plan is developed that will allow for the training of pilots 

and aircrew in a relatively ‘safe’ environment away from the hostilities.  Many aircraft are 

considered and used to provide this training but only one becomes the mainstay.  For pilots, 

gunners, wireless operators, navigators, fitters, and engineers alike this aircraft will serve to 

provide an advanced training platform and enable them to complete the task at hand. 

 ENTER … the North American Harvard…. 

Ever since the introduction of the Harvard into service in Canada this aircraft has had what can 

only be described as a ‘monumental’ influence on Canadian aviation.  For many, this aircraft is 

fondly called the ‘Pilot Maker’, to others it is known as ‘The Yellow Peril’.   From training pilots 

for war during the BCATP, to post-war training of NATO aircrew throughout the 1950’s and 

‘60’s, this aircraft remains iconic in its ability to ‘stir’ the heart.  It’s significant ‘ROAR’ over 

Canadian soil brings to mind not only those that flew and fought for democracy but to those who 

came and followed after them, tracing their predecessors footsteps while reaching further into 

the skies. 

 75 years later…..And Still ROARing!!! 

On June 20, 21 & 22, 2014 The Canadian Harvard Aircraft Association will be celebrating the 

75th Anniversary of the Harvard in Canada. Watch the website for the latest developments.> 
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 Take a Crew Flight in 2014 

CHAA has a new Crew Flight Coordinator this year and plenty of backseat time available to 

CHAA members. Melanie Burden has taken on this important role and is in charge of seeing 

that any CHAA member wishing to experience a backseat thrill of a lifetime can do so.   

With our usual open house events every month, a member could arrange a flight at that time. 

Then there is always the possibility of accompanying the pilots to one of the many air shows 

that are in the booking stages at this time. Some shows have now been confirmed so if you 

would like to attend an air show in style contact Melanie soon. Crew seats for air shows get 

taken quickly so don’t delay. Our Gathering of Harvards and Heroes event in June will have 

limited possibilities for crew flights which open up back seats that may only be available at 

certain times of day. 

E-Mail Melanie to get all of the dates, times and information for your crew flight. Melanie has all 

the details and can get you into a Harvard to experience what so many have only dreamed of.    

crewflights@harvards.com  

 

 

Volunteers  Needed 
 
 
Volunteers are still needed for the "Gathering of Harvards and Heroes" event in June.  We need 
people to: 
- help us tidy up the hangars in early June 
- greet guest aircrews on Friday (June 20) 
- give tours of our facilities 
- distribute programs 
- facilitate workshops 
- and much, much more throughout the weekend 
 
Volunteering is not restricted to CHAA members, and we have positions available for every 
shape, size, ability, and experience.  

Don't miss this opportunity to have fun, work hard, and create memories with friends for years to 
come!   

For more information on joining our team of volunteers, please email Gordie Hanna at 
gordie.hanna@gmail.com or call him at 519-221-4421.   

  
Gordon Hanna 
 

 

mailto:crewflights@harvards.com
mailto:gordie.hanna@gmail.com
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CHAA 2014 Air Show Schedule is Getting Busy 

Waterloo Air Show June 28th & 29th  

For the sixth consecutive year the CHAA Formation Team is pleased to announce that it is once again 

slated to ‘TURN UP THE ROAR’ at the Waterloo Air Show.  The air show, which is produced by Richard 

Cooper and David White, will also feature the Canadian Forces Snowbirds, the Canadian Forces CF-18 

Demonstration Team, an outstanding performance by Michael Wiskus flying his Pitts S-1_IIB with the 

Lucas Oil Air Show Team, and performances by Kent “Jelly Belly” Pietsch.  The Mig-15 from Viper North 

and the T-33 ‘Mako’ Shark from the Jet Aircraft Museum will also perform. 

The event, normally held the first weekend of June, has been changed this year.  It will take place instead 

on June 28th & 29th. 

Show organizers and co-producers Richard Cooper and David White explained their decision.   “CHAA 

has been very good to the Waterloo Air Show.  We count the members of the team, flight crew, ground 

support, and the folks back in Tillsonburg amongst our friends”.   Co-producer David White also stated, 

“During our event the dawn patrols can always be counted on to wake up the neighborhood to the coming 

show, increasing our attendance.  As well the team is always front and centre in the VIP tent, crowd, and 

with our volunteers flying the Waterloo Air Show flag and supporting our event in every way they can”. 

“It would not be a Waterloo Air Show without the four ‘Yellow Birds’ of CHAA ‘ROARING’ in front of our 

crowd showing the skill and precision of the flight crews and the dedication of the ground support and 

maintenance teams at CHAA.” 

CHAA is pleased to be not only performing at the Waterloo Air Show but is grateful that we can support 

this local event. 

Thunder over Michigan Aug 8th 9th 10th  

The Canadian Harvard Aircraft Association is extremely proud to announce that it will be amongst the 

performers at the 2014 ‘Thunder Over Michigan’ Air Show. 

Held at the Willow Run Airport in Ypsilanti, Michigan and produced by the Yankee Air Museum, the air 

show is touted as one of the largest gatherings of warbirds in North America. 

This year’s air show will feature the United States Air Force ‘Thunderbirds’ Demonstration Team.  As 

seen in previous years, a World War II battle re-enactment complete with pyrotechnics, authentic 

vehicles, tanks, and uniforms will add to the event.  Also planned in the activities is a special segment, 

which aims to focus on trainer aircraft as they celebrate several anniversaries world wide. 

While the air show is considered one of the ‘premier’ war bird aviation events in North America, the Willow 

Run Airport (KYIP) itself lends to the historical significance and premise of the air show. It is here that a 

significant number of B-24 Liberator bombers were produced during the Second World War.  The Yankee 

Air Museum is currently working hard to save a part of that plant.  Show dates Aug 8-10 2014> 

  

http://www.waterlooairshow.com/
http://www.yankeeairmuseum.org/airshow/
http://www.yankeeairmuseum.org/
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Harvard Happenings  
Sandra Sparkes 
  
For those of you who have normally received Harvard Happenings by email each month, due to 
tech problems on my end (and until that situation can be fixed), February's edition of Harvard 
Happenings will be the last one sent directly to your email account. Beginning in March, Harvard 
Happenings will be posted on our website www.harvards.com under Newsletters subtitle 
Harvard Happenings. Please note: the date of posting will be approximately one week prior to 
the next members meeting, and will be there for you to read; an email reminder will not be sent. 
It is my pleasure to “talk to you” each month through these emails; I will continue to compile 
Harvard Happenings and post them to our website. Hopefully you find these monthly updates 
helpful and will continue to read them online. As always, anyone who has CHAA related 
questions, feel free to send them and I will attempt to get answers for you.> 
sandspar@rogers.com 
 
 
 

Volunteer Hours for 2013 

As has been mentioned many times in the past, CHAA could not operate without the many 

dedicated volunteers that put in countless hours of work. Bill Ritchie has taken time to add up 

some of the hours needed for aircraft maintenance and restoration. Keep in mind these 

numbers do not cover other areas of CHAA like crew rides, facility tours, event organization and 

accounting just to name a few. Thanks everyone for a great put forth by all CHAA volunteers.  

Maintenance and Service Crew 

Volunteer Hours Summary 

2013 

 

Total  Number of Volunteer Hours/  Hours/ 

Hours  Volunteers Sessions Volunteer Session 
Totals 2009 2987.3  17  464  175.7  6.4 

Totals 2010 3337.8  28  556  119  6.0 

Totals 2011 3215.7  23  517  139.8  6.2 

Totals 2012 2643.8  24  419  110.2  6.3 

1Q 2013 540.4  10  94.0  54.0  5.7 
 

2Q 2013 651.6  11  100.0  59.2  6.5 

3Q 2013 631.9  8  96.0  79.0  6.6 

4Q 2013 507.1  11  90.0  46.1  5.6 

Totals 2013 2331.0  14  380.0  166.5  6.1 

 

http://www.harvards.com/
mailto:sandspar@rogers.com
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Restorations 

Volunteer Hours Summary 

2013 

 

Total  Number of Volunteer Hours/  Hours/ 

Hours  Volunteers Sessions Volunteer Session 
 

Totals 2010 2076.8  21  434  98.9  4.8 

 

Totals 2011 2244.5  20  450  112.2  5.0 

 

Totals 2012 2280.4  16  469  142.5  4.9 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

1Q2013 473.6  12  101  39.5  4.7 

 

 

2Q2013 472.8  13  106  36.4  4.5 
 

  

3Q2013 438.1  13    96  33.7  4.6 
 

 

4Q2013 530.5  16  114  33.2  4.7 

 

Totals 2013 1915.0  16  420  119.7  4.6 

 

December 30, 2013 
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A Day with the Dive Recovery Team 
 

Article and photos by Shawn Wylie  

 

The dawn was just beginning to break as I wound my way down the back roads of 

Southwestern Ontario towards Woodstock.  A light snow was falling, and while the roads were a 

little slick and the sky overcast, I knew that I was in for an adventure.  I was on my way to meet 

up with Carl Clayton, and once that was accomplished we would be on our way to a small 

quarry not too far from Tillsonburg.  Our purpose that day was to meet up with members of the 

CHAA Dive Recovery Team, who would be conducting an under-ice camera survey.  We were 

going to document and assist wherever we could. 

 

Upon reaching our destination, Carl and I quickly descended the trail leading onto the ice below.  

By this time the Dive Team had preceded us and had all of their equipment in-situ.  As we 

arrived we could tell almost immediately that there was a problem. With the generator running 

and all of the cables laid, we could not get the monitor to work!  Luckily for us we had decided to 

bring the ‘Yellow Peril’ for this trip, which quickly turned into a Mobile Support Unit, and then into 

‘Mission Control’.  After about an hour of tinkering we finally had the problem solved and we 

were on our way to plunging our underwater drop camera, provided by McQuest Marine, 

through about 16 inches of ice. 

 

 

 

The CHAA Dive Recovery Team has the mandate of Research, Locate, Survey, and Recover.  

Formed in 2001, and with around 14 current members, they are currently investigating several 

projects.  The team consists of professional divers that have dedicated their time to these 
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projects and have enrolled in the Nautical Archeology Survey Course.  This course allows the 

divers to legally survey aircraft locations which the CHAA Dive Recovery Team has chosen.  

While the team has some well accomplished divers, it also consists of ‘above-water’ members 

that are well known for their research and aircraft recovery techniques.  Bil Thuma is one of the 

team’s members and has quite a pack to his punch.  Bil is a geophysicist engineer who joined 

the team in 2003.  His accomplishments include the recovery of the P-38, ‘Glacier Girl’, and a 

J2F4 Grumman Duck in the same area.  As well as assisting our team he is actively involved in 

several other searches.  We are well served by the expertise and professionalism of this team. 

 

According to verbal reports there are several vehicles and aircraft that were purposely sunk on 

this location during the 1970’s.  The team has surveyed this particular site numerous times 

within the last three years and while they have yet to identify the aircraft located beneath these 

waters, they have confirmed fixes on at least three aircraft hidden from the surface. 

 

Our sub-surface search began with a sweep of the area.  For those of you unaware, this means 

that a team guides the camera by a tether and rope while receiving instructions from the video 

operator stationed further away.  On this day, that meant a distance of perhaps 150-200 metres.  

Unfortunately that forced us to communicate by cell phone.  With the thick ice cover, underwater 

visibility was perhaps three or four feet, at best. 
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Our initial attempts proved less than noteworthy and we were forced to cut several more holes 

through the thick ice.  On our third hole we finally caught a glimpse of something!  Through the 

rising silt we strained to determine what might be showing itself on the tiny video screen.  After 

several passes we determined that what we were looking at wasn’t the aircraft that we were all 

hoping it would be, but a vehicle that had been amongst the collection of items previously sunk.  

It was not all bad news however, as one of the sweeps had produced what looked to be a dark, 

shadowy object behind that vehicle. 

 

After some quick discussion we decided to cut just another few holes to see if we could catch a 

better glimpse of whatever it could be behind our only confirmed contact to that point.  As the 

day was quickly coming to an end this would be our last chance to find our hidden treasure. 

 

 

 

Despite what seemed like an excruciatingly long and noisy wait, we finally had the holes cut and 

we hurried to drop the camera and once again begin our search.  Unfortunately it was not to be 

that day.  Our treasure had eluded us and evening was approaching.  Our day ended as we 

packed up all the equipment and headed in our separate ways. 

 



14 | P a g e  
 

The story does not end here however, as there is still the video analysis to be completed, and 

planning has already begun for another survey. 

 

While our day on the ice didn’t provide anything obviously conclusive, it did spark something in 

me personally.  The thrill of the hunt is now there, and I will definitely make plans to continue 

with the pursuit of the ‘quarry’.> 

 

 

Articles and Information Needed 

If you have an article or information you think would be of interest to the members of CHAA 

please submit it for publication in the “Roar”. Photographs are also welcomed. Email any articles 

to Vic, be sure to include “for Roar” in the subject line. If I don’t know who the sender is I may 

not open it unless it is clearly marked for Roar. v_whitcroft@harvards.com  

 
 
 
 

mailto:V_whitcroft@harvards.com

